The Light of Asia

The Legend of Prince Siddartha

-

AR S The Scripture of the Saviour of the World, 3
Lord Buddha—Prince Siddartha styled on earth— _«*
- X In Earth and Heavens and Hells Incomparable,
g All-honoured, Wisest, Best, most Pitiful;
The Teacher of Nirvana and the Law.



The Divine Descent

~

High in the heavenly spheres, the Buddha
waited. Seeing the five sure signs that his
time as a Deva was ending, he announced his
departure to the Gods:

‘Now I go to help the World.
This last of many times; for birth and death

»

End hence for me and those who learn my Law:

He looked down upon the earth and chose to
be born among the Sakyas, under the snows of
the Himalayas, where King Suddhodana ruled ¢

with justice.
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Queen Maya’s Dream

That night, Queen Maya dreamed of a
star and a six-tusked white elephant,
white as milk, entering her womb.
Upon waking, bliss filled her breast.

The event rippled across the cosmos:
the hills shook, waves quieted, and
a tender whisper pierced the deeps:

‘The dead that are to live,
the live who die,
Uprise, and hear, and hope!
Buddha is come!”



Born under a bowing Palsa tree, the birth
was pangless. The child arrived bearing
the thirty-two marks of a blessed life.
When the palanquin arrived to carry him,
the bearers were no ordinary men, but the
four Regents of the Earth—Angels of the
East, South, West, and North—disguised in
human garb to serve the World-Saviour.
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I Asita’s Prophecy

The saint Asita wept not for sorrow, but
because he would die before the child
became the Buddha. He told the King:

“This is that Blossom on our human tree
Which opens once in many myriad years.’

But he warned of the destiny ahead: ‘A
sword must pierce thy bowels for this
boy, for the Prince would leave his royal
roots to save the world.
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The Omniscient Student

When tasked to write, the young Prince
did not just learn the alphabet; he
recited the sacred verse Ggyatri in every

known script. He wrote in Nagri,
Dakshin, and the tokens of cave-men
and sea-peoples. He knew the scripts of
those who worship snakes and those
who adore the flame. Visvamitra, the
teacher, realized the boy possessed
wisdom “without the books.”




The Prince counted beyond the Lakh, to the Katha

(stars of night) and the Antah-Kalpas (aeons). He ||
explained the Paramanus (atoms), describing how they form | |
the universe. Visvamitra bowed to the floor, procla1m1ng \
“Thou art Teacher of thy teachers—thou, not I, art Guru.” / !
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The Incident of the Swan . t
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Devadatta shot a swan, but |
Siddartha caught it. He calmed the |
bird and extracted the steel arrow. |

To understand the creature’s
suffering, the Prince pressed the
arrow’s barb into his own wrist and
“winced to feel it sting.” He refused
to give the bird up, claiming that
while the slayer might own the dead, ||

the life belonged to the savior.
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“The Judgment of Mercy”
Body: “The dispute came before the council. An unknown priest
delivered the verdict that would shape the Prince’s destiny: “The savior
of a life owns more the living thing than he can own who sought to slay.’
The judgment was accepted. The priest vanished, revealed only as a
snake gliding forth—a god in disguise.”




1
Y
/
}
1

The Ploughing Festival
To hide the ‘glories and sufferings of a Buddh,’ the King took the Prince to the
“pleasaunce of the spring.” The town was hung with lamps, and the fields were alive
with sowers and dancers. “All things spoke peace and plenty, and the Prince saw

and rejoiced. But his eyes were soon to open to what lay beneath.
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The Reality of Nature

Looking deeper, Siddartha saw
“the thorns which grow upon
this rose of life.”

He observed the mutual murder
in the grass:
“Lizard fed on ant,
and snake on him,
J And kite on both...
[l Bach slew a slayer
Ll and in turn was slain,
'f Life living upon death?”

| He realized the fair festival

veiled a vast, grim conspiracy
of survival.
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