The Lights of the Dispensation:

The Stor of Arahat Sanghamitta
’ and Mahinda e st

/ chronicle of the Moriyan Iineage, where the violece of conquest yields to the peace of the
Dhamma. This is the story of how King Asoka'’s children became the true heirs of the Buddha.




The Romance
at Vedisa

While serving as vice-sovereign
in Avanti, Prince Asoka
lodged at the house of the
merchant Deva. Captivated by
daughter’s auspicious marks
and amiability, he took her as
his wife. In Ujjeni, she "
gave birth to a handsome son,
Mahinda, and a daughter,
Sanghamitta.



The Price of
the Throne

Upon King Bindusara's death,
Asoka returned to Pataliputta.
After performing funeral duties,
he secured his rule through
blood, ordering the murder of
ninety-nine half-brothers. He
raised the royal canopy over '
himself, known then not as
‘Righteous Asoka,” but as
“Violent Asoka.”




A

" The P}incé and the Deer

Prince Tissa, observing deer sporting in the wild, was
struck by a thought: “Even deer living on grass enjoy

_ themselves. Why then do monks, who eat pleasant food,
< not enjoy their lives?” He brought this doubt to the King,
. questioning the happiness of the renouncers.




The Sovereign
for Seven Days

To teach him, Asoka granted
Tissa sovereignty for seven
days, with a deadly condition:
“Experience sovereignty for
seven days, young man; after
that, | will kill you.” With the
fate of the ninety-nine "
brothers in mind, the threat
was absolute.



"The Lesson of Fear”

After seven days, Tissa was wasted away. “| did not
enjoy it,” he confessed, “through fear of death.” Asoka
replied: “If you could not enjoy royalty with death
looming in seven days, how will the strivers enjoy
themselves, when they contemplate death in every
moment?”




The Flight of
the Elder

Tissa later saw the
pollutant-free Elder
Mahadhammarakkhita. To
instill faith, the Elder rose
into the sky, hung his robes

in the air, and stood on the -
water. Seeing this psychic
power, Tissa resolved: *
“Today itself | will go forth!” ¢
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